
The BBKA in association with the Scottish, Welsh and Ulster Beekeepers are 
opposed to the importation of packages of honey bees into the UK via the 
Republic of Ireland. We have been informed that bees are being imported into 
Ireland from Italy. Italy and Sicily are where the presence of a serious invasive 
species and parasite of bees, the Small Hive Beetle SHB has been confirmed. 
The packages are then due to be imported into Northern Ireland under the 
current protocols. These bees are liable to be used to make small colonies by 
introducing a Queen and then sold on within the UK. 
  
Please sign the BBKA Parliamentary petition and ask everyone you know to do 
the same. https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/577603 

  

Please write to your MP objecting to the importation of these bees. 
You can find the contact details for your MP by using the link and entering your post 
code. https://members.parliament.uk/members/Commons 

When writing to your MP it is better if you do not use a form letter. Form letters tend to be 
less well received. The BBKA believes that the following points need raising with MP's 

1. The current regulation bans the importation of bees. The use of transhipment via import 
to Eire and then into Northern Ireland is a flagrant misuse of the post Brexit arrangements. 
2.The inspection of packages of bees for pests is difficult as packages are large numbers 
(10,000+) of bees in a transport box. Small Hive Beetles are black and about one third of the 
size of a honeybee. 
3. From National Bee Unit Website 31/12/20 A further outbreak in Sicily in June 2019 meant 
that the ban on exports from Italy was reintroduced for Sicily. The safeguard measure for 
both Sicily and Calabria have been extended to April 2021. The prohibition on exports to the 
UK from these two regions continues after the end of the transitional period.  
4. This is a major risk not only to honeybees but to the environment in general. SHB is native 
to Africa but has become endemic in the Southern USA and looks likely to become 
widespread in southern Europe unless severe action is taken. SHB is yet another pest that 
will pose a threat to bees on top of a now endemic parasite Varroa and the ongoing risk of 
the Asian Hornet. (Now firmly established in Europe and which has managed to jump to the 
UK on occasion but thankfully has been eradicated and not allowed to become established). 
The beekeeping associations from all around the UK agree that the importation of bees from 
overseas especially from an area with an invasive species is totally against best practices for 
the protection of our environment. 
 
many thanks for you help on this 
Regards 
Richard 
 
 
Please share the link https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/577603 



Stop the importation of honey bees into GB from the 
EU via Northern Ireland 

The UK Government should ensure that people cannot circumvent restrictions on the movement 
of bees from the EU to GB by moving them via NI. Unrestricted movement of bees could allow 
Small Hive Beetle to arrive and devastate British beekeeping. 

 


