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Dear Members  
Time is flying, as are the bees, and here is DBKA Newsletter Issue 3, to keep you 
informed.  I hope you are continuing to stay safe and well and have been enjoying 
your beekeeping in the wonderful weather we have had for the last few weeks.  As 
you will be aware this is a very busy time of year for all beekeepers with swarm prevention measures (or 
swarm collection!) taking place, and honey harvests added to the usual inspections etc, but please keep 
following government guidelines and stay safe in all you do. 
BEE SAFE: Take care. Annette McGaughey.  Chairman 

Secretary’s Notes 
During the last few weeks, the DBKA committee and swarm collectors have been incredibly busy receiving 
and dealing with an extremely large amount of phone calls, messages, and emails regarding bees. Due to 
the good weather the honeybees have been quite prolific and so have the bumble bees. Most enquiries 
have been regarding bumble bee nests and have been from all over the North East and North Yorkshire. 
We must presume the increase in bumble bee numbers is because of a mild winter and an absolutely 
glorious spring. It is fabulous seeing all the bees in the garden and hopefully this will continue into summer. 
There is a link on the Website to the Bumble Bee Trust site if you are plagued with questions on them. On 
the other hand, we would also like to point out there is already evidence that wasps are increasing in 
numbers and earlier than normal, so get the wasp traps out early to try and minimise your hives being 
robbed!. Nucleus colonies should have entrances restricted if any sign of robbing is detected.  

Apiary Team 
The first crop of Honey has been taken from the Denes and has been jarred and labelled for sale during 
times when people are at the Apiary. Facebook has done all the advertising that we need! Honey has also 
been taken off the Flowhive. Pictures below. In all honesty it is not easy to manage. We hope any oil seed 
rape honey is now out of the super or it will set like concrete in the plastic.  
The nucleus colonies, which we are raising to provide colonies for the beginner’s course participants to 
purchase, are progressing well at present. The glorious weather during May has helped with this, but we 
will be watching them closely for signs of low stores with the chance of the “June gap” and more recent 
poor weather.  Remember large colonies can quickly consume stores so if you have taken a honey crop and 
the weather continues to be poor you may need to feed your bees.  (Light syrup 1lb sugar in 1-pint water is 
the correct recipe for this time of year.)  The Association has been donated some sugar for feeding the 
bees, it is available at the Denes for £2 for 5KG. Available during the Gardening Sessions on Tuesdays.  We 
have tried to raise some Queens in mating nucs but unfortunately the queens have failed to return from 
mating flights.  The result is laying workers as shown in the right hand picture below, multiple eggs in the 
bottom of the cells because the cells are shallow due to not being fully drawn. 

The Apiary Garden 
This year has been testing for the apiary we had a lot of activities planned and we had arranged a portable 
toilet for 6 months on hire but have had to cancel this. Gardening has resumed on Tuesdays between 10 
and 12. There is a large amount of space in the green so if you want to go to a secure place outdoors and 
have some socially distanced fresh air this is for you. No skills required, but help is needed in keeping the 
Horsetails from overwhelming the flowers. Bring your own flask for the needed tea break. The garden is in 
flower and plug plants in the wild area are doing well. Three of the bird boxes are occupied and the bat 
boxes show signs of use. 

Courses 
We are working on methods of finishing the beginner’s theory course electronically.  Now that lockdown 
restrictions have been eased a little, we are also designing social distancing compliant ways of teaching the 
practical sessions. 
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Projects 
We have had wind damage to the Apiary enclosure for the bees pushing the main posts and tearing the 
netting ln several places. The posts have been brought back upright and struts are installed. Temporary 
repairs have been made to the netting, but it was thought after 6 years the netting which is degraded 
should be replaced for something more substantial. We have found some fiberglass mesh. The mesh is 
black and is much easier to see through than the green wind netting, we believe it should last longer and 
improve the enclosure. Installation of the new mesh will require an alteration to apiary woodwork as the 
mesh is only 1.2m high. The opportunity will be taken, while the mesh is off, to paint the woodwork to 
preserve it. See photo above 
We will be looking for help in replacing the netting and repainting the woodwork if you feel you can spare 
some time please let us know. There is plenty of room to social distance, and we will arrange the work so 
people are well spaced out. 
 
Honey 
One of the great pleasures of Beekeeping is getting some Honey. Please treat this crop with care and 
remember that it is FOOD. So 

• Never put the super on the floor; use an upturned lid or board or similar. 
• No Pets in the room and no pet beds etc. Make sure the room is bee tight (they will want it back) 
• When extracting make sure the equipment is spotlessly clean and use only food grade plastic 

containers or glass.  
• Afterwards; Wash out the equipment with cold water and then with lukewarm water with 

detergent and rinse with cold. If you use hot water any wax will smear itself over every surface. 
• Jars should be washed and dried in the oven at 100C before use, lids as well. Cool before filling. 
• Ensure any labels are compliant with the regulations. Especially the labelling of weight. Over 4mm 

height for the weight text.  
• Return spun supers to the bees ABOVE the crown board for them to clean. 

The Association does have several spinners which are available to borrow.  Please contact a member of the 
committee if you need to borrow one. We also have Honey Buckets (food grade) you can borrow. Jars 1lb 
and 12oz with lids are available at 30p each, but please ensure you contact a committee member before 
you come as we do not have many.  
Treasurer report 
Honey sales at the Denes following the first crop have been incredible. As a result, DBKA will be able to 
carry out the Enclosure improvements without dipping into the association reserves. The passing public 
have developed a taste for good honey, we have at times struggled to keep up with demand. We have had 
socially distanced queuing taking place across the Denes park. 


