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Dear Members  
In current testing times, DBKA will be issuing a monthly newsletter to members to 
let everyone know what is happening in the Association and to offer advice and 
guidance to help you with your beekeeping.  Whilst important updates will continue 
to be circulated to you, there is also valuable guidance available on the BBKA and Bee Base websites - well 
worth a visit. 
It's good to know that bees are classed as livestock and should be tended, but safety first must be the 
order of the day with social distancing, hygiene and safe access of highest importance.   
Look after yourselves and your bees, and remember, BEE SAFE! 
Take care. Annette McGaughey.  Chairman 

Apiary Team:  
The bees were visited last week, and all colonies were present.  1 colony is very small and appears Queen 
less so is not going to survive. All have stores and where necessary a super and Qex. Most colonies bringing 
in pollen. Weekly checks will now be carried out, providing the weather is suitable.  Gardening is cancelled 
currently. 

Education. 
The weather is now improving, and when warm enough (at least 12C) in calm conditions you can inspect. 
This should be a quick inspection using the Hooper guidance. Get everything ready BEFORE you open the 
hive including a lit smoker. If it’s cold do not inspect. 
Hooper’s 5 inspection questions 
1. Has the colony sufficient room? 
2. Is the queen present & laying the expected quantity of eggs? 
3. Is the colony building up as expected? / Are there any queen cells present in the colony? 
4. Are there any signs of disease or abnormality? 
5. Has the colony sufficient stores to last to the next inspection? 
Highlighted are the points that are of specific interest now. You can also clear the floor of any dead bees 
the colony has not removed, and remove any old black comb, wet and mildewed frames. Supers that were 
put under the brood box for extra feed in the autumn should now be empty and should be removed. If the 
colony is greater than 7 seams of bees a Qex and super on top is probably required. You do not need to see 
the Queen if there is brood in all stages and the colony is calm and bringing in pollen, she is likely to be 
there. Old and mildewed frames can be melted down for your prize-winning wax and candle show entries. 
Courses 
At present these are suspended due to HMG guidance, however hopefully we will be able to convert the 
last 2 theory sessions into e-learning. Practical sessions would not be starting until May, so we have some 
time yet to see what transpires. 
Treasurer report 
All BBKA and YBKA capitation and BDI fees have been paid. We have reserves to last us so DBKA situation is 
good. Hopefully the Denes honey crop will again boost our finances this year and allow us to develop other 
resources for the membership. 
Projects 
The committee continues to investigate the possible installation of a toilet at the Denes Apiary.  
Banks renewables have offered DBKA an out-Apiary site at one of their wind farms. We are in progress of 
agreeing a license for this area. Hopefully this will allow for Queen rearing and a space for a limited 
number of colonies for members who do not have a space to keep bees on their property. 


